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There are two ordinances that were given to the New 
Testament church. An ordinance, by definition, is an outward 
physical act that portrays an inward spiritual experience. 
 And the two ordinances given to us in the New Testament 
are namely Baptism and The Lord’s Supper. 
 What these two events share in common is that they 
focus on the cross of Jesus Christ. They focus on His death 
and on His resurrection.
 The act of Baptism, whereby somebody goes down into 
the water, is a picture of dying with Christ, being buried with 
Him, and then being raised again to walk in newness of life.
 Many people become stagnant in their Christian walk, 
and miss out on this outward physical act of obedience. It is 
liberating to truly understand the significance of Baptism.
  In this compelling three part series, Charles Price connects 
our old life to the death and burial of Christ, and the new life 
we can experience through His resurrection power.

Charles Price, one of the 
most sought after Bible 
expositors today is blessed 
with an innate ability to 
present the deep truths 
of God’s word in simple, 

practical and understandable manner. He 
is the former principal of Capernwray Bible 
College, UK and currently serves as the Senior 
Pastor of The Peoples Church, Toronto. Living 
Truth, a leading Christian media ministry 
features Charles’ biblical teachings through 
weekly TV and Radio broadcasts in Canada 
and around the world.

1 Dying With Christ (Romans 6:1-8)

2 Buried With Christ (Romans 6:1-4)

3 Risen With Christ (Romans 6:3-4)
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May 1, 2010

Dear Friend, 

It is evident in the New Testament, that an important ingredient in 
Christian experience is baptism. Christians have differed as to its 
mode and meaning, but not to the fact that it is primarily an outward 
and physical act that portrays an inward and spiritual experience. 

Some pour water over the baptismal candidate, picturing the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit; others immerse the candidate in 
water, where they go down into the water, as a picture of dying with 
Christ, being buried with Him, and then being raised again to walk in 
newness of life with Christ. It demonstrates a once-for-all event in the 
life of a Christian, where they become united to Christ and made one 
with Him in His death, burial and resurrection.

In understanding baptism we understand the Gospel, because 
baptism is an outward physical expression of the work of Jesus Christ 
for us, and then in us.

Firstly, there is the fact of our dying with Christ. Going down into the 
water, symbolizes that we have died with Christ. His death was our 
death. We have been buried with Him, symbolized by being under 
the water. We have risen with Christ, symbolized by coming out of 
the water.

God is a just God and God is a merciful God. But when you stop to 
think about it, those two things are actually incompatible with one 
another. To be just is to give people what they deserve. To be merciful 
is to not give people what they deserve. These two are only reconciled 
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We were therefore buried with Him through baptism 
into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may 
live a new life. Romans 6:4 (NIV)
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when a third party steps into the place of the guilty, accepts what is justly deserved for our guilt and 
thus enables us to be the recipient of mercy. 

It is on the basis of justice that God forgives us, for Christ has fully met the just demands of God on our 
behalf. ‘If we confess our sins, he is faithful and JUST and will forgive us of our sins and purify us from 
all unrighteousness’ (1 John 1:9 NIV). Christ extends mercy to us, by having met the just demands of 
His Father. He was our substitute, and we are united with Christ in His death. It’s as though we died. 
It’s as though we paid the price, but we did so in the person of a substitute.  

Secondly, there is the fact of our being buried with Him. Burial brings finality to death. The period 
between death and burial is often a difficult time for the bereaved, but once buried, we move on. So it 
is in our salvation. We need to not only understand our being united to Christ in His death, but also 
in our burial with Him. If we don’t recognize our sin is buried with Christ, we may confess it a million 
times and it will still continue to haunt us. Our salvation is finalized, it is accomplished, it is DONE. 
It has sometimes been said that religion is often spelt D-O and it ties people to rules, regulations and 
expectations, whereas the gospel is spelt D-O-N-E. Nothing demonstrates this better than our burial 
with Christ in baptism.

Thirdly, we are risen with Christ, in order that we may walk in newness of life (Romans 6:4 NIV). 
The death of Christ for us makes possible the life of the risen Christ in us, and this is the strength and 
power of the Christian life. Christ was our substitute in death, and is now our substitute in life. It is 
His risen life that is the strength and power of our lives now.

This is why baptism is important in the New Testament. It does not unite us with Christ; but it is the 
outward symbol of our being united with Christ. What is true of Christ has become true of us. We are 
baptized into His history. 

Every week the ministry of Living Truth reaches out to share the Truth of the work of Christ with 
men and women around the world via television, internet and radio broadcasts. Our hope is that 
many of the millions of people who hear will find fullness of life in Christ. But broadcasting across 
North America and overseas has its costs. It is only through the faithful support of donors like you 
that we can continue in this vital work of building the Kingdom of God.

Whether your gift is large or small, you can be certain that you are helping to share the opportunity 
for new life in Christ with so many in need. 

I pray that God will continue to make a way for us as we work with the Lord Jesus in building His 
Kingdom. Thank you for your generous support. 

Sincerely,

Charles Price

Thank you for your participation!
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In this compelling series, Charles Price connects our 
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new life we can find through His resurrection power. 
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into the true significance of baptism!
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There are two ordinances that were given to the New 
Testament church. An ordinance, by definition, is an outward 
physical act that portrays an inward spiritual experience. 
 And the two ordinances given to us in the New Testament 
are namely Baptism and The Lord’s Supper. 
 What these two events share in common is that they 
focus on the cross of Jesus Christ. They focus on His death 
and on His resurrection.
 The act of Baptism, whereby somebody goes down into 
the water, is a picture of dying with Christ, being buried with 
Him, and then being raised again to walk in newness of life.
 Many people become stagnant in their Christian walk, 
and miss out on this outward physical act of obedience. It is 
liberating to truly understand the significance of Baptism.
  In this compelling three part series, Charles Price connects 
our old life to the death and burial of Christ, and the new life 
we can experience through His resurrection power.

Charles Price, one of the 
most sought after Bible 
expositors today is blessed 
with an innate ability to 
present the deep truths 
of God’s word in simple, 

practical and understandable manner. He 
is the former principal of Capernwray Bible 
College, UK and currently serves as the Senior 
Pastor of The Peoples Church, Toronto. Living 
Truth, a leading Christian media ministry 
features Charles’ biblical teachings through 
weekly TV and Radio broadcasts in Canada 
and around the world.

1 Dying With Christ (Romans 6:1-8)

2 Buried With Christ (Romans 6:1-4)

3 Risen With Christ (Romans 6:3-4)
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